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I . B A C K G R O U N D
Date: A p r i l 28, 2000P O L R E P N o . : I n i t i a l / F i n a lOSC Name: T i e n NguyenAgency: EPAU n i t : Region V I I IEmergency Response Program999 18th S t r e e t , S u i t e 500Denver C o l o r a d o 80202( 3 0 3 ) 312-6820
Party C o n d u c t i n g the A c t i o n : EPAResponse A u t h o r i t y : CERCLA

I I . S I T U A T I O N
Date A c t i o n S t a r t e d : 0 4 / 2 4 / 2 0 0 0M a t e r i a l I n v o l v e d : H a z a r d o u s S u b s t a n c e s (mine s e t t l i n g p o n d )S u b s t a n t i a l T h r e a t : Y e sC o m p l e t i o n Date: 0 4 / 2 6 / 2 0 0 0

I I I . S I T E I N F O R M A T I O N
A . I n c i d e n t Cat egory

C E R C L A Emergency Removal A c t i o n pursuant to S e c t i o n 104
o f C E R C L A .
B. S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n

1. S i t e d e s c r i p t i o n
The Rico Town Pond s i t e , a l so known as RicoA r g e n t i n e Mine s i t e , i s l o ca t ed a p p r o x i m a t e l y one mi l enorth of the Town of Rico, C o l o r a d o , on H i g h w a y 145.The s i t e is a complex of inactive and abandoned
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tunnels, water treatment p l a n t , and s e t t l i n g ponds .E f f l u e n t f r o m th e St . Louis tunnel f l o w s into a serieso f s e t t l i n g p o n d s , i m m e d i a t e l y a d j a c e n t t o th e Dolore sRiver. H a z a r d o u s m a t e r i a l s such as cadmium, lead andarsenic are being released f r o m the tunnel to thes e t t l i n g pond s .
The l ega l d e s c r i p t i o n of the s i t e i s the southeastquarter o f S e c t i o n 2 5 , T . 4 0 N , R . 1 1 W . T h ea p p r o x i m a t e s i t e coordinates ar e 37 ° 42 ' 05" N o r t hl a t i t u d e and 108° 01' 39" W e s t l o n g i t u d e .

2. D e s c r i p t i o n of threat
The uppermost s e t t l i n g pond contains sediment ands l u d g e laden with heavy me ta l s noted above. Theconduit (a 12-inch c u l v e r t ) f r o m the uppermos t pond tothe down gradient pond was p a r t i a l l y blocked -t h e r e f o r e prevent ing e f f l u e n t f r o m th e uppermost pondf r o m f l o w i n g f r e e l y into t h e downgradient pond. Theuppermost pond was f u l l , and its riverside embarkmenthad begun to erode. A few weeks ago, the erosiona l l owed the water, s ediment, and s l u d g e f r o m thes e t t l i n g pond to f l o w d i r e c t l y into the Dolore s River.Personnel f r o m the Town of Rico had to dig a temporaryo v e r f l o w channel to reduce the level of water in theuppermos t pond.
The Town Manager requested EPA to conduct anemergency removal at the s i t e to prevent f u r t h e rrelease o f t h e p o n d ' s water a n d sediment d i r e c t l y intothe Dolore s River.

C . S i t e Eva lua t i on R e s u l t s
On A p r i l 14, 2000, the EPA OSC was accompanied by theTown Manager of Rico, the Mayor of Rico, a member of theRico Board of T r u s t e e s , a member of the Rico F i r eDepar tment , a n d E P A ' s contractor t o vi s i t a n d evaluate t h eneed for a removal at the site. S a m p l e s of water andsediment were c o l l e c t e d during the s i t e v i s i t . In 1 9 9 6 , theSTART team had c o l l e c t e d water and sediment s a m p l e s at thes i t e . The 1996 r e s u l t s o f the sediment c o l l e c t e d f r o m theuppermos t pond revealed elevated l ev e l s of cadmium: 227 p p m ,l ead: 838 p p m , and arsenic: 49.4 ppm. The pr e l iminaryr e s u l t s of the sediment taken between the tunnel and theuppermost pond con f i rmed the r e s u l t s of the 1996 s a m p l i n g .As the weather continues to warm, the m e l t i n g of thesnowpack above the uppermost pond w i l l p r o b a b l y increase andthe erosion of riverside embankment of the uppermos t pondwould acce l erate , p o t e n t i a l l y a l l o w i n g water and sedimentf r o m the pond to f l o w d i r e c t l y into the Dolore s River.



I V . R E S P O N S E I N F O R M A T I O N
A . S i t u a t i o n

1. Removal act ions to da t e
On A p r i l 19, 2000, EPA obtained a Warrant thru DOJwhich a l l owed the emergency response team to s t a b i l i z et h e s e t t l i n g p o n d ' s embankment a n d prevent t h e releaseof the mine waste into the River.
The EPA ERGS Contrac tor m o b i l i z e d to the S i t e onA p r i l 21 to pr epare for the removal. On A p r i l 24,a f t e r the Warrant was served to the p r o p e r t y owner, theERCS contractor began the removal to s t a b i l i z e thes i t e . I m p o r t e d gravel was used to r e i n f o r c e therivers ide embankment of the uppermost pond. An area ofthe embankment, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 300 f o o t long and 12 f o o twide, was raised to at l eas t 18 inches above thee x i s t i n g pond water l eve l . An a d d i t i o n a l culvertc on s i s t ing of two 8-inch p i p e s was b u i l t to drain thewater f r o m the uppermos t pond into the downstreamponds . A l s o , an o v e r f l o w r i p r a p was b u i l t to drain thewater should the culvert f a i l i t s f u n c t i o n i n g and thusprevent the water level in the uppermos t pond f r o mrai s ing above the e x i s t i n g l e v e l .

The Removal A c t i o n was then considered to be c o m p l e t e .
2. Enforcement

Because thi s was a T i m e - C r i t i c a l , C l a s s i cEmergency Removal A c t i o n , EPA has c o m p l e t e d th i s as aF u n d - L e a d and w i l l pursue enforcement procedures at al a t e r date .
3. S t a t e and Local Role

On 4 / 1 0 / 0 0 the Town Manager of Rico requestedact ion by EPA to s t a b i l i z e the s i t e . The Town did nothave f u n d s to addres s the s i t ua t i on .
B. F u t u r e P l a n s

None.
C. Key I s s u e s

N o n e at th i s time.

V . C O S T I N F O R M A T I O N
E s t i m a t e d cons truct ion costs are $40,000 to date . T o t a lf i n a l co s t s have not been received.
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1. Program Dir., Doug Skie, T. Leaders: Jim Knoy, Steve Hawthorn,
Luke Chavez (rotating)

2. RA, DRA, ARAships

3. ERD - Headquarters ATTN: Director (5202G)

4. Region Response Team Members (via fax - 29 members)
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6. 8OC ATTN: Rich Lathrop

7. Legal Depart (ENF) ATTN:

8. OSC:

9. EPS:
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12. National Pollution Fund Center: Y or N
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